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Magnets Attracting Attention
DeSoto ISD is embarking on a new model for 
its schools, focusing on magnet and innovative 
programs.  Last year the district piloted its first 
magnet program with the opening of Woodridge 
Elementary Fine Arts Magnet Academy.  For the 
2015-16 school year, DeSoto ISD will be opening 
five additional elementary magnet academies 
and three middle school magnet academies.

Each academy will focus on introducing students 
to potential career paths and skills that might 
not be available in traditional school curriculum.  
Each magnet academy will have a pathway for 
students to follow from elementary to middle 
school.  Once through middle school, students 
will be prepared to enter one of several innovative 
programs offered in high school, and we well 
prepared for college upon graduation.

What’s Inside

Important Dates
Program Listing
Frequently Asked Questions
Spotlight on Programs



PAGE 2                                                                                          DESOTO ISD INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS    

IMPORTANT 
DATES  

2015-2016

NIGHT OF THE OPEN DOOR
January 21, 2016 @  6:30 pm
DeSoto High School Academy

MAGNET APPLICATION 
DATES

ELEMENTARY AND 
MIDDLE SCHOOL MAGNET 

APPLICATION PERIOD
January 22, 2016 – 

February 5, 2016

CMP AND ECHS 
APPLICATION PERIOD
November 20, 2015 - 

January 29, 2016

Online application can be 
accessed through the DeSoto 

ISD website at 
www.desotoisd.org

Our Magnet and Innovative Program
DeSoto ISD is a selective enrollment school district, which means you 
do not have to live in DeSoto to go to DeSoto ISD schools. We ask you to 
check out which magnet program best meets your student’s needs.

Elementary Magnet Academies

Cockrell Hill Linguistics Magnet Academy

Frank D. Moates Digital Arts & Technology Magnet Academy (opens 
2016-17)

Northside Business and Law Magnet Academy

Ruby Young Medical & Environmental Sciences Magnet Academy

The Meadows STEAM Magnet Academy

Woodridge Fine Arts Magnet Academy

Middle School Magnet Academies

East MS Medical Magnet Academy

McCowan MS Fine Arts Magnet Academy

West MS International Male Leadership Magnet Academy

West International Baccalaureate (Seeking Candidacy)

High School/Freshman Magnet Academies

Collegiate Magnet Program (Associate Degree)

Early College High School (Associate Degree)

International Baccalaureate Diploma Program



You Can’t Fight City Hall
Northside Elementary will be premiering its 
Business and Law Magnet Academy this fall.  
This cohort of 3rd, 4th and 5th graders will 
participate in a variety of activities, beginning with 
Microsociety. 

The MicroSociety 
School is an 
innovative design 
where children 
create a microcosm 
of the real world 
inside the school. Each student has a role in 
running that world. Young entrepreneurs produce 
goods and services, elected officials establish 
laws, CrimeStoppers keep the peace, judges 
arbitrate disputes, and reporters track down 
stories. All citizens earn wages in the school’s 

“Micro” currency, invest in product ideas, deposit 
and borrow money from “Micro” banks, and pay 
taxes, tuition and rent. Classroom connections 
are made throughout the day.

The cohort of magnet academy students will 
be serving as the leaders and managers in the 
microsociety, which will help prepare them for 
leadership opportunities in middle and high 
school.

A Global Way of Thinking
Founded in 1968, the International 
Baccalaureate® (IB) is a non-profit educational 
foundation offering four highly respected 
programmes of international education that 
develop the intellectual, personal, emotional and 
social skills 
needed to 
live, learn 
and work 
in a rapidly globalizing world. Schools must be 
authorized, by the IB organization, to offer any of 
the programmes. 

DeSoto High School is currently in the candidate 
phase to become an authorized IB Diploma 
school.  The programme aims to develop 
students who have excellent breadth and depth 
of knowledge – students who flourish physically, 
intellectually, emotionally and ethically.

Leading The way
This fall marks the opening of the West Middle 
School Male Leadership Magnet Academy. 
In addition to the standard middle school 
curriculum, The West International Male 
Leadership Academy Magnet will incorporate 

a weekly character, civic, 
and leadership learning 
component. Each classroom 
will be a place that where 
education is directed to 
the unique learning styles 
of boys. We will provide a 
culture where competition 
in academics is a natural 

fit and it is cool for boys to study. As a result, the 
teaching staff will be highly trained in research 
based strategies that benefit young males.
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Frequently Asked Questions
1.  Does a magnet school still teach my child all core courses like a traditional school would?

Yes, each magnet school curriculum includes all traditional subject areas which adhere to the Texas 
Education Agency TEKS.

2.  Does a student’s younger sibling have to apply to the magnet school for acceptance?
An application does need to be completed for the younger sibling.

3.  Does my child have to have a certain academic level to be admitted to a magnet school?
No, students are not tested to be admitted to a magnet school. Each magnet school works with 
students to provide the best educational experience and helps all students grow and excel.

4.  How can I decide which magnet program is better for my child?
DeSoto ISD encourages parents to visit each school, meet the principal, and talk with the staff 
members to gain more information about unique magnet programs DeSoto has to offer. Parents can 
contact each school to schedule an appointment or come to parent information meetings. 

5.  How does the magnet school application process work?
The process begins by completing and submitting the application for magnet school you are seeking 
acceptance. The application is available on the main web page at www.desotoisd.org.

6.  How much does it cost to attend a magnet school?
There is no charge to attend a DeSoto ISD magnet school.

7.  Is transportation provided?
No, transportation is not provided. Transportation to the new school is the responsibility of the parent 
or guardian.

8.  What is a Magnet School?
A magnet school enhances DeSoto ISD course of study with innovative approaches to learning. 
Magnet schools have curriculum that emphasize a particular educational focus such as: engineering, 
science, technology on the arts. A magnet school opens doors of opportunity and sparks the 
imagination of students, preparing them to become responsible citizens in a global society.

9.  What is the application time line?
See calendar on page 2.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Debbye Garner, MEd, MLA 

Executive Director of Innovative Programs & Guidance Counseling
dgarner@desotoisd.org, 972.223.6666 ext. 209

Please check our website for updates and information about our programs.


